NATIONAL POST
JANUARY 22, 2005

) : e
AL S T LT ANy

By Tom BLACKWELL

Health Canadais working on new
legislation that could revolution-
ize how Canadians obtain med-
ication, allowing doctors to send
prescriptions electronically to the
pharmacist. :

- Officials hope the idea will cut”.

dramatically the number of med-
ication errors caused by illegible
or mis-read prescriptions, and re-
duce the incidence of problems
like double doctoring. -

Computerization is also expect-
ed to make drug ordering consid-
erably more convenient for pa-
tients, too,

“The ability for health care
providers to transmit informa-
tion straight from an examining
room to.a pharmacist will make
the process faster, easier and
safer for Canadians,” said Jirina
Vlk, a spokeswoman for Health
Canada.

“E-prescribing ... will signifi-

‘antly reduce medical errors and
‘osts.” :

The idea of electronic prescrip- .

ions has long been discussed by
iealth reformers, ideally as part
fa wider effort to computerize
nedical records.
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.4 Those prerequisites include safe-
“; guards for patient -privacy, a:
- . means for pharmacists to verify -
the authenticity and accuracy of.
-an E-prescription, a way of pre-
. venting diversion of the order to
- multiple pharmaciés and a guar-~| .
. .. dntee that patients can choose,]
.. the pharmacist they wani ﬁll}
. theirprescription. !
Under one model, doctors ’
would send the order directlytoa
pharmacy; in ‘another the pre-
scription would: be zapped to a;
central computer repository, to -

But current federal regu]ahons Health Information notes inone’

require préscriptions tolbe writ- - -of its annual reports thatan elec-
L

Draft legislation could be ready*¥ithe idea, evenrthough it:could re- - a prescription; said Louise Cran- :
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causes frequent errors, such as to ensure certain conditions are

dose and providing incorrect in-
structions on how and when to
take the medication, says the
U.S.-based Institute for Safe
Medication Practices, - -
The organization estimates that
pharmacists in the United States
make more than 150 million calls
ayear to physicians to clarify pre-

time and resources.

Officials hope electronic pre-
scriptions will become part of -
broader databases of information
on patients’ health and drug use
that could reduce drug errors,
with computer alerts when it
looks like a prescription might
cause problems. Such a system
could also raise alarms if a pa-
tient tries to obtain duplicate pre-
scriptions from more than one
doctor.
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The Institute for Safe Medication ices says pharmacists in the
United States make more than 150 million calls a year to physicians
to clarify prescription information.




